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Helena Molin Valdés is currently the Deputy Director of the UNISDR secretariat of the
United Nations in Geneva. During the last years she worked with the organization of the
World Conference on Disaster Reduction, the drafting of the Hyogo Framework for Action in
negotiation with Governments and the editing of the global review of disaster reduction
initiatives: Living with Risk. She has always had a strong interest in gender issues

An architect by training, she joined the United Nations in 14 years ago, to set up the regional
unit for Latin America and the Caribbean of the International Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction in Costa Rica.

She also worked for the Pan-American Health Organization on disaster mitigation in health
facilities.

Before that, she headed a Swedish development NGO focusing on local and municipality
strengthening, local building practices and social development projects in Nicaragua and
Central America, after practicing architecture in Swedish private sector.




