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“Disaster risk reduction will also help 
us adapt  to climate change”*

*SG at the ministerial meeting on reducing disaster  risks in a changing climate 
– New York, 29 September 2008

Public Forum Linking Climate Change and Disaster Ris k 
reduction 

Copenhagen, 12 November 2008
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Climate change 
will increase the
scale-
development
patterns will
change risk
patterns 

ABOUT PEOPLE
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Photo courtesy of Yann Arthus-Bertrand

VULNERABILITY 
TO NATURAL 
HAZARDS
-Climatic risks and 
other risks
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Photo courtesy of Yann Arthus-Bertrand

Environmental
degradation

Haiti
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168 Member States adopted the
Hyogo Framework for Action 

2005-2015

POWER OF 
REPORTING-

Data and evidence
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INNOVATIVE FOLLOW-UP AGREED – but not enforced!

ISDR system- States – regional - international

Make disaster risk reduction a national 
and local priority

Identify, assess and monitor disaster risks, 
enhance early warning systems
Build understanding and awareness

Build resilience and reduce vulnerability

1. Political

Five priorities for action

2. Scientific

3. Social

4. Development

5. Humanitarian Strengthen disaster preparedness
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Disaster risk reduction contributes to  
climate change adaptation

www.unisdr.org

UN Secretary-General has called on 
Ministers to:

� Champion DRR as a core element of 
adaptation and climate change

� Allocate resources to DRR as part of 
adaptation and development 

� Support national implementation of 
adaptation & DRR policies
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Disaster risk reduction: a first line of 
defence against climate change impact

www.unisdr.org

We don’t need to reinvent the wheel -
BUT SCALE UP

� Common target: reducing 
vulnerabilities – and losses- to climatic 
hazards

� Existing framework already in place:  
Hyogo Framework for Action

� Proven disaster risk reduction tools 
are already being used to adapt
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Disaster risk reduction as climate 
change adaptation tools

www.unisdr.org

Policy priority-

Institutional basis

� More than 120 countries have responsible 
entities for the Hyogo Framework 
implementation

� Parliamentarians commit to enact legislation 
for disaster risk reduction and to promote 
collaboration between climate change 
adaptation and disaster risk reduction experts 
and institutions
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Disaster risk reduction as climate 
change adaptation tools

www.unisdr.org

Risk and vulnerability 
assessments: eg.
� Participatory DRR 
approaches on the ground 
are resulting in community-
driven adaptation

� Self-assessment tools like in the World 
Bank/ ISDR’s Climate resilient cities primer , 
assess vulnerabilities of urban centres
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Disaster risk reduction as climate 
change adaptation tools

www.unisdr.org

Reducing underlying 
vulnerabilities

� Drought, water, flood and 
natural resource 
management: survival, role 
of women is crucial

� Sustainable livelihoods 
planning: diversification of 
income, or micro-insurance 
schemes, to deal with 
changing climate patterns
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Disaster risk reduction as climate 
change adaptation tools

www.unisdr.org

Planning, early warning 
systems, preparedness

� Land use planning that 
protects environmental 
buffers
� Building and zoning codes 
that use risk-mapping and protect critical public 
infrastructure
� Comprehensive early warning and preparedness 
systems
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Disaster risk reduction as climate 
change adaptation tools

www.unisdr.org

Building a culture of prevention

� Campaigns and tools: school and 
hospital safety, urban risk
� Committed community of disaster risk 
reduction professionals, linked through 
www.preventionweb.net
� Active multi-stakeholder National 
Platforms for Disaster Risk Reduction
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Challenges to scale-up

www.unisdr.org

� Build upon existing strategies and 
mechanisms; embed Hyogo Framework 
within climate change policy and 
strengthen national institutional 
coordination
� more resources for implementing 
disaster risk reduction- for climate 
change adaptation and other hazards
� to join efforts among the climate 
change and disaster communities to 
SCALE UP
� Enhance knowledge sharing
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Challenges – SCALE UP

www.unisdr.org

� Develop national coordination 
mechanisms to link disaster risk 
reduction and climate change 
adaptation
� Prepare adaptation plans drawing on 
Hyogo Framework- sector specific
� Enhance knowledge sharing
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HFA adopted 

at WCDR

20152010

1rst session of the
Global Plaftorm for 
Disaster Risk Reduction
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2009 2011

Timeframe Horizon for Disaster Risk Reduction

2nd session of the Global Plaftorm for 
Disaster Risk Reduction

Financial upscaling for DRR/HFA/ISDR

Assessment on the Economics of  
Disaster Risk Reduction

May 
2009

June
2007

Global Assessment  
Report on DRR

Dec 2008
COP 4

Dec 2009
COP 5

HFA mid-term
review
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Thank you
United Nations 

International Strategy for Disaster Reduction Secretariat 
International Environment House II 

7-9 Chemin de Balexert, CH 1219 Chatelaine 
Geneva 10, Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 917 8908/8907
Fax: +41 22 917 8964

isdr@un.org


